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One of the first questions that many 
newcomers ask once they are settled 
in Canada is how they can bring their 
elderly parents from back home to live 
permanently with them in Canada. Many 
parents are retired and living alone in the 
Middle East when they could be here liv-
ing with their children and helping in the 
care of their grandchildren. While visitor 
visas, such as the Super Visa, have re-
mained an available option, Canadian 
citizens and permanent residents are 
increasingly exploring the possibility of 
bringing their parents permanently while 
they are still in good health and able to 
pass the medical requirements.

Firstly, it should be noted that in an 
obvious attempt to cut the costs associ-
ated with admitting the elderly into Can-
ada, Immigration, Refugees and Citizen-
ship Canada (IRCC) decided in January 
2017 to create a lottery system for the 
sponsorship of parents and grandpar-
ents. Throughout the month of January 
interested Canadians and PRs could 
complete an online form which was 
considered an expression of interest to 

sponsor their overseas parents. When 
the lottery was chosen, only 10,000 en-
trants were selected and deemed eligi-
ble to submit a sponsorship application 
in 2017. It is estimated that the total ex-
pressions of interest at the time exceed-
ed 95,000. 

This new lottery system resulted in 
an almost 10% chance of being able to 
successfully submit a sponsorship ap-
plication for your parents. This means 
that families who are not selected will 
have to try again and again each year 
and then when finally chosen and meet 
the financial criteria, wait the processing 
time which has, in the past, been several 
years. Clearly this is not an ideal scenar-
io for families attempting to reunite more 
urgently.  

Another type of application that we 
have been very successful with is the 
Humanitarian & Compassionate (H&C) 
application submitted with the support 
of a Parent Sponsorship. These are in-
land applications that provide another 
means for allowing parents and grand-
parents to be accepted permanent-
ly, based on the hardship of having to 
apply from overseas. What this means 
is that if a parent or grandparent is cur-
rently inside Canada on a temporary vis-
itor visa, an application can be submit-
ted to IRCC which asks for an exception 
to the normal sponsorship procedure 
outlined above. The exception would be 
based upon the hardship to the family 
of having the parent or grandparent wait 
these several years in the Middle East 
before being processed for permanent 
residence. We are essentially asking the 
government to complete the processing 
while they remain inside the country. 

In order for these H&C applications 
to be successful, there are a number of 
critical factors. The first is that the par-
ent is currently visiting from a country in 
the Middle East that is currently experi-
encing turmoil. This would include Syria, 
Iraq, Egypt or Yemen. The parent should 
have little familial support in their home 
country and so the reunification with 
children and grandchildren here in Can-
ada is of utmost importance. It is im-
portant to note that this is not a refugee 
application based on persecution in the 
home country, but rather a humanitari-
an application for permanent residence 
based on the hardship of having to re-
main there.  

Another factor is the successful es-
tablishment in Canada of the Canadian 
citizen or PR child. To support the appli-
cation, we submit proof that the child is 
financially eligible to sponsor her parents 

if she had been chosen in the lottery. A 
final requirement for this type of appli-
cation is that the parent or grandparent 
remain inside Canada for the duration of 
the application. Our experience is that 
we should receive an approval in princi-
ple within approximately six months, and 
then PR status a year later, after success-
ful medical and police clearance. During 
this time, the parent’s visitor status in 
Canada is extended legally. 

In the past several years an H&C 
application from within Canada with the 
support of the sponsorship documents 
has proven to be a successful alterna-
tive to the traditional Parent and Grand-
parent Sponsorship which is so strictly 
limited. Permanent Residence through 
an H&C application allows family reuni-
fication within Canada at a time when it 
is increasingly difficult for the elderly to 
remain alone in the Middle East.    
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